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" Did she give any details?" asked Faversham.
" Yes, She must be a particularly observant girl.
She didn't see Venner for a week or so after Hinchliffe's
death, though he spoke to her on the telephone from his
flat, once or twice. He was too busy with the inquest,
and the funeral and one thing and another to go to the
office, I suppose. Miss Loveday says that she had a
pretty good idea that Hinchliffe's death had solved the
financial problem. And she expected Venner to regard
the event as not altogether an unmixed evil/1
" Dutiful sorrow, not untempered by relief?" Favor-
sham suggested.
" That's about it, Sir Mured. She was all the more
astonished when he turned up. He seemed juftipy and
absent-minded. In fact, I gather she found him unex-
pectedly difficult to get on with. She thought at first
that the money must have gone astray, somehow, and
that he hadn't come into anything after all. He never
said a word about it, but the day before he disappeared,
the fourteenth of this month, in fact, he gave her a
cheque to pay into the bank, sufficient to cover the bill
when it fell due."
" Did Miss Loveday mention the amount of the
cheque?'1 Dr. Priestley asked.
" I didn't notice it in the report, Professor; 1 don't
suppose the Inspector asked her. It's not a material
point. But by that time she was completely pimled
by his behaviour. He didn't seem able to settle dawn
to anything. He would wander about the office picking
things up aimlessly and putting them down again. And
she would hear him muttering to himself, though she
couldn't make out what about. And more than once he
asked her if she had ever thought of looking for a job
which offered more opportunity."
Faversham stretched his legs out towards the fire,
with the eresture of a man completelv satisfied. " Pre-